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The Star Diaries Mar 17 2021 @Ijon Tichy, Lem's Candide of the Cosmos, encounters bizarre
civilizations and creatures in space that serve to satirize science, the rational mind, theology, and
other icons of human pride. Line drawings by the Author. Translated by Michael Kandel. A Helen
and Kurt Wolff Book@@
Fiasco Oct 04 2022 “A stunningly inventive fantasy about cosmic travel” from the Kafka
Prize–winning author of Solaris (The New York Times). The Hermes explorer ship represents the
epitome of Earth’s excellence: a peaceful mission sent forth to make first contact with an alien
civilization, and to use the expansive space technology developed by humanity to seek new worlds,
friendships, and alliances. But what its crew discovers on the planet Quinta is nothing like they had
hoped. Locked in a seemingly endless cold war among themselves, the Quintans are
uncommunicative and violent, refusing any discourse—except for the firing of deadly weapons. The
crew of the Hermes is determined to accomplish what they had set out to do. But the cost of learning
the secrets hidden on the silent surface of Quinta may be grave. Stark, startling, and insightful,
Fiasco has been praised by Publishers Weekly as “one of Lem’s best novels.” It is classic, thoughtprovoking hard science fiction, as prescient today as when it was first written.
A Stanislaw Lem Reader Aug 10 2020 In The Lem Reader, Peter Swirski has assembled an indepth and insightful collection of writings by and about, and interviews with, one of the most
fascinating writers of the twentieth century.
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Lemistry Jun 27 2019 We know Stanislaw Lem, whether or not we consciously know that we do. He
may only be recognised in the West as the author of the twice-filmed novel, Solaris, but the influence
of his other work is legion. From computer games (The Sims was inspired by one of his short
stories), to films (the red and blue pills of The Matrix owe much to his Futurological Congress); from
the space comedies of Red Dwarf to the metaphysical satires of Douglas Adams... the presence of
this masterly Polish writer can be traced far and wide. Nor was his genius confined to fiction. Lem's
essays and pseudo-essays borne out of the military industrial tensions of the Cold War have outlived
their original context and speak to the most current developments in virtual reality, nanotechnology,
and artificial intelligence. To celebrate his name, as well as his vision, this anthology brings together
writers, critics and scientists who continue to grapple with his concerns. British and Polish novelists
join screenwriters, poets, computer engineers, and artists, to celebrate and explore Lem's legacy
through short stories and essays - two literary forms that, as Lem knew well, can blend together to
create something altogether new. As one of the barriers to Lem's fame was language, this book also
features specially commissioned translations: three stories never to have appeared in English before.
Lem was always ahead of us. It's time we caught up.
Hadrian the Seventh Nov 12 2020
Highcastle Jan 15 2021 A playful, witty, reflective memoir of childhood by the science fiction master
Stanisław Lem. With Highcastle, Stanisław Lem offers a memoir of his childhood and youth in
prewar Lvov. Reflective, artful, witty, playful—“I was a monster,” he observes ruefully—this lively
and charming book describes a youth spent reading voraciously (he was especially interested in
medical texts and French novels), smashing toys, eating pastries, and being terrorized by insects.
Often lonely, the young Lem believed that he could communicate with household objects—perhaps
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anticipating the sentient machines in the adult Lem's novels. Lem reveals his younger self to be a
dreamer, driven by an unbridled imagination and boundless curiosity. In the course of his
reminiscing, Lem also ponders the nature of memory, innocence, and the imagination. Highcastle
(the title refers to a nearby ruin) offers the portrait of a writer in his formative years.
Mortal Engines Nov 24 2021 These fourteen science fiction stories reveal Lem's fascination with
artificial intelligence and demonstrate just how surprisingly human sentient machines can be.
"Astonishing is not too strong a word for these tales" (Wall Street Journal). Translated and with an
Introduction by Michael Kandel.
On the Road to Babadag Apr 05 2020 Journey through Poland, Ukraine, Slovenia, and other places
neglected by tourists, with “an accomplished stylist with an eye for telling detail” (Irvine Welsh).
Andrzej Stasiuk is a restless and indefatigable traveler. By car, train, bus, and ferry, he goes from
his native Poland to Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Slovenia, Albania, Moldova, and Ukraine—to small
towns and villages with strangely evocative names. “The heart of my Europe,” he tells us, “beats in
Sokolów Podlaski and in Huși. It does not beat in Vienna.” In Comrat, a funeral procession moves
slowly down the main street, the open coffin on a pickup truck, an old woman dressed in black
brushing away the flies above the face of the deceased. In Soroca, he locates a baroque-ByzantineTatar-Turkish encampment, to meet Gypsies. And all the way to Babadag, between the Baltic Coast
and the Black Sea, Stasiuk indulges his curiosity and his love for the forgotten places and people of
Europe. “There isn’t quite a name for the region that holds the Polish writer Andrzej Stasiuk in
thrall. The general drift is from ‘the land of King Ubu to the land of Count Dracula’, Poland to
Romania. . . . Its nucleus is the landlocked centre of Central Europe; its protoplasm spreads like an
amoeba through the Balkans. It cannot be convincingly mapped. . . . As travel writing, this is
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unconventional, but as literature profoundly authentic.” —The Independent (UK) “A mesmerizing,
not-to-be-missed trek through a little-visited region of the world.” —Kirkus Reviews “A eulogy for the
old Europe, the Europe both in and out of time, the Europe now lost in the folds of the map.” —The
Guardian (UK)
Stanislaw Lem Aug 02 2022 This title brings a welter of unknown elements of Lem's life, career,
and literary legacy to light in order to mete out cognitive justice to the writer who preferred to be
known as the philosopher of the future.
Hospital of the Transfiguration Dec 26 2021 An early realist novel by Stanisław Lem, taking place in
a Polish psychiatric hospital during World War II. Taking place within the confines of a psychiatric
hospital, Stanisław Lem's The Hospital of the Transfiguration tells the story of a young doctor
working in a Polish asylum during World War II. At first the asylum seems like a bucolic refuge, but
a series of sinister encounters and incidents reveal an underlying brutality. The doctor begins to
seek relief in the strange conversation of the poet Sekulowski, who is posing as a patient in a bid for
safety from the occupying German forces. Meanwhile, Resistance fighters stockpile weapons in the
surrounding woods. A very early work by Lem, The Hospital of the Transfiguration is partly
autobiographical, drawing on the author's experiences as a medical student. Written in 1948, it was
suppressed by Polish censors and not published until 1955. The censorship of this realist novel is
partly what led Lem to focus on science fiction and nonfiction for the rest of his career.
The Truth and Other Stories Jan 27 2022 Twelve stories by science fiction master Stanisław Lem,
nine of them never before published in English. Of these twelve short stories by science fiction
master Stanisław Lem, only three have previously appeared in English, making this the first "new"
book of fiction by Lem since the late 1980s. The stories display the full range of Lem's intense
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curiosity about scientific ideas as well as his sardonic approach to human nature, presenting as
multifarious a collection of mad scientists as any reader could wish for. Many of these stories feature
artificial intelligences or artificial life forms, long a Lem preoccupation; some feature quite insane
theories of cosmology or evolution. All are thought provoking and scathingly funny. Written from
1956 to 1993, the stories are arranged in chronological order. In the title story, "The Truth," a
scientist in an insane asylum theorizes that the sun is alive; "The Journal" appears to be an account
by an omnipotent being describing the creation of infinite universes--until, in a classic Lem twist, it
turns out to be no such thing; in "An Enigma," beings debate whether offspring can be created
without advanced degrees and design templates. Other stories feature a computer that can predict
the future by 137 seconds, matter-destroying spores, a hunt in which the prey is a robot, and an
electronic brain eager to go on the lam. These stories are peak Lem, exploring ideas and themes that
resonate throughout his writing.
Fiasco Nov 05 2022
Fiasco Sep 03 2022 There were two kinds of landscape characteristic of the inner planets of the
Sun- the purposeful and the desolate.' The planet Quinta is pocked with ugly mounds and covered by
a spiderweb-like network draped from spindly poles. It is a kingdom of phantoms and of a beauty
afflicted by madness. The Earth spaceship Hermes arrives on Quinta with the best of intentions
towards the humans' 'brothers in intelligence'. But something on the planet has gone terribly wrong
...
The Investigation Jun 19 2021 An eerie and offbeat mystery by a Kafka Prize–winning author. The
case confronting Lieutenant Gregory is not one that a man of Scotland Yard would expect. In fact, it
is not one any sane man would care to entertain. Bodies are disappearing. The initial assumption is
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that a grave robber is roaming London and defiling local morgues. But upon further examination, it
seems the deceased are, in fact, resurrecting. As Gregory stumbles his way through the tangled
clues, seeking advice from scientific, philosophical, and theological experts alike, he finds himself
tossed into a baffling metaphysical puzzle of incomprehensible truths and unbelievable realities.
Hailed by Kirkus Reviews as “closer to Kafka than the police precinct house,” Lem’s intelligent and
puzzling foray into the mystery genre offers an appealing combination of disturbance and delight.
Imaginary Magnitude Jun 07 2020 These wickedly authentic introductions to twenty-first-century
books preface tomes on teaching English to bacteria, using animated X-rays to create "pornograms,"
and analyzing computer-generated literature through the science of "bitistics." "Lem, a science
fiction Bach, plays in this book a googleplex of variations on his basic themes" (New York Times
Book Review). Translated by Marc E. Heine. A Helen and Kurt Wolff Book
In the Orbit of Sirens Apr 17 2021 Nightmarish machines have driven humanity into the depths of
space. The survivors are forced to adapt to a planet filled with monsters.
Solaris Oct 12 2020 When Kris Kelvin arrives at the planet Solaris to study the ocean that covers its
surface he is forced to confront a painful, hitherto unconscious memory embodied in the physical
likeness of a long-dead lover. Others suffer from the same affliction and speculation rises among
scientists that the Solaris ocean may be a massive brain that creates incarnate memories, but its
purpose in doing so remains a mystery . . .Solaris raises a question that has been at the heart of
human experience and literature for centuries: can we truly understand the universe around us
without first understanding what lies within?
Panda Ray Jul 09 2020 When his mother threatens to scoop him out because he boasted to his
classmates, ten-year-old Christopher Zimmerman, the youngest member of a family of aliens, goes
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on a journey through space, time, and other dimensions to escape his punishment.
Fiasco Jul 01 2022 The planet Quinta is pocked by ugly mounds and covered by a spiderweb-like
network. It is a kingdom of phantoms and of a beauty afflicted by madness. In stark contrast, the
crew of the spaceship Hermes represents a knowledge-seeking Earth. As they approach Quinta, a
dark poetry takes over and leads them into a nightmare of misunderstanding. Translated by Michael
Kandel. A Helen and Kurt Wolff Book
The Cyberiad Oct 31 2019
Peace on Earth May 31 2022 Robot armies, an arms race in space, and a brain at war with itself add
up to “a futuristic version of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” (The Boston Phoenix). Anxious to avoid a war
that would destroy the entire planet, the major powers of Earth have come to an ingenious
compromise. Each country sends a force of adaptable, self-programming robots to the surface of the
moon to play out the conflict there and, hopefully, reach a mutually agreeable stalemate. But when
the robots stop responding, it is up to Ijon Tichy to travel to the lunar war zone and discover what
went wrong. Tichy finds what he needs to know, but falls victim to an attack that severs the left and
right sides of his brain: one of which knows nothing about the status of the moon, the other of which
isn’t telling. Now Tichy finds himself at the center of a new sort of war of attrition, with each world
power clamoring for his knowledge and each half of his stubborn brain clamoring for control. Wry
and action-packed in equal measure, Stanislaw Lem’s absurd, insightful sendup of the Cold War is
required reading for any fan of science fiction. Here, “humor and a breathless pace create a
delightful and thought-provoking read” (Publishers Weekly).
Microworlds May 19 2021 The author of Solaris critiques science fiction in a collection of
provocative essays. Celebrated science fiction master Stanislaw Lem turns his always sharp and
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insightful pen to criticism in this bold and controversial analysis of the genre for which he is most
known. In this collection of ten essays—ranging from an introspective examination of his own
biographical and literary history to biting scrutiny of fellow authors and their works—Lem takes a
keen look at the influence, shortcomings, merit, and importance of science fiction, touching on
topics from Philip K. Dick (“a genius among the charlatans”) to time travel, cosmology, and Jorge
Luis Borges. Whether deriding the genre’s tendency to adhere to well-worn patterns of adventure or
lauding its ability to, when executed correctly, discover ideas that have not been thought of or done
before, Lem’s quick wit, razor tongue, and impeccable insights make Microworlds a master class of
scientific and literary analysis from one of the undisputed legends of science fiction.
The Fantastic Other Dec 02 2019 The Fantastic Other is a carefully assembled collection of essays
on the increasingly significant question of alterity in modern fantasy, the ways in which the
understanding and construction of the Other shapes both our art and our imagination. The collection
takes a unique perspective, seeing alterity not merely as a social issue but as a biological one. Our
fifteen essays cover the problems posed by the Other, which, after all, go well beyond the bounds of
any single critical perspective. With this in mind, we have selected studies to show how insights
from deconstruction, Marxism, feminism, and Freudian, Jungian and evolutionary psychology help us
understand an issue so central to the act of reading.
The Chain of Chance Oct 24 2021 Written in the style of a detective novel, The Chain of Chance is
classic Lem: a combination of action, hard science, and philosophical investigation. An ex-astronaut
is hired to look into the death of a wealthy businessman, one of several men to meet a gruesome end
after visiting Naples. The authorities suspect a pattern, but neither the police nor a sophisticated
computer enlisted for the investigation can crack the case. On a trail leading from Naples to Rome to
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Paris, the ex-astronaut barely escapes numerous threats on his life. Having set himself up as a
potential victim, he realizes that he may now be the target of a deadly conspiracy - and that the
conspiracy is not the work of a criminal mind but a manifestation of the laws of nature. The
population has numerically exceeded its critical mass; certain patterns have begun to emerge from
the chaotic workings of society. As the ex-astronaut unravels the puzzle, he begins to see that some
of those patterns can be fatal.
It's Really About Time Apr 29 2022 Its' Really About Time provides a clear and complete
explanation of why it will someday be possible to travel years, decades or even centuries in the
future, a direct consequence of Einstein's Special Theory of Relativity. The book is aimed at
intellectually curious people and requires no previous science or mathematics training.
The Three Electroknights Feb 02 2020 'What use to a being that lives beneath a sun are jewels of
gas and silver stars of ice?' From a giant of twentieth-century science fiction, these four miniature
space epics feature crazy inventors, surreal worlds, robot kings and madcap machines. Penguin
Modern: fifty new books celebrating the pioneering spirit of the iconic Penguin Modern Classics
series, with each one offering a concentrated hit of its contemporary, international flavour. Here are
authors ranging from Kathy Acker to James Baldwin, Truman Capote to Stanislaw Lem and George
Orwell to Shirley Jackson; essays radical and inspiring; poems moving and disturbing; stories surreal
and fabulous; taking us from the deep South to modern Japan, New York's underground scene to the
farthest reaches of outer space.
The Art and Science of Stanislaw Lem Sep 22 2021 Leading scholars examine the social and cultural
significance of technology and science in the work of Stanislaw Lem, the author of Solaris.
Return from the Stars Feb 25 2022 An astronaut returns to Earth after a ten-year mission and finds
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a society that he barely recognizes. Stanisław Lem's Return from the Stars recounts the experiences
of Hal Bregg, an astronaut who returns from an exploratory mission that lasted ten years—although
because of time dilation, 127 years have passed on Earth. Bregg finds a society that he hardly
recognizes, in which danger has been eradicated. Children are “betrizated” to remove all aggression
and violence—a process that also removes all impulse to take risks and explore. The people of Earth
view Bregg and his crew as “resuscitated Neanderthals,” and pressure them to undergo betrization.
Bregg has serious difficulty in navigating the new social mores. While Lem's depiction of a risk-free
society is bleak, he does not portray Bregg and his fellow astronauts as heroes. Indeed, faced with
no opposition to his aggression, Bregg behaves abominably. He is faced with a choice: leave Earth
again and hope to return to a different society in several hundred years, or stay on Earth and learn
to be content. With Return from the Stars, Lem shows the shifting boundaries between utopia and
dystopia.
Lemography Jul 29 2019 A unique collection of critical essays on writer and philosopher Stanislaw
Lem, evaluating his influence on twentieth-century literature and culture.
Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita Jan 03 2020 Disappearances, destruction and
death spread throughout Moscow like wildfire, and Margarita has discovered that her lover has
vanished in the chaos. Making a bargain with the devil, she decides to try a little black magic of her
own to save the man she loves.
The Cosmic Carnival of Stanisław Lem Aug 22 2021 A collection of Lem's stories, ranging from
the serious to the hilarious. Interspersed with these stories are the editor's notes on Lem's life, style,
and philosophy, providing insight into the stories, characters, and author.
The Invincible Mar 29 2022 A space cruiser, in search of its sister ship, encounters beings
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descended from self-replicating machines. In the grand tradition of H. G. Wells and Jules Verne,
Stanisław Lem's The Invincible tells the story of a space cruiser sent to an obscure planet to
determine the fate of a sister spaceship whose communication with Earth has abruptly ceased.
Landing on the planet Regis III, navigator Rohan and his crew discover a form of life that has
apparently evolved from autonomous, self-replicating machines—perhaps the survivors of a “robot
war.” Rohan and his men are forced to confront the classic quandary: what course of action can
humanity take once it has reached the limits of its knowledge? In The Invincible, Lem has his
characters confront the inexplicable and the bizarre: the problem that lies just beyond analytical
reach.
One Human Minute Sep 30 2019 Essays by the author of Solaris: “Lem’s delightful sense of humor
accentuates his essential seriousness about humanity’s possible fate” (Publishers Weekly). In One
Human Minute, Stanislaw Lem takes a hard look at our world and technology—what it means now
and what dire implications it could have for the future—in satirical, wise, and biting prose. With this
collection of three essays, Lem targets some of the most pressing issues humanity faces, from our
unsettling origins to the cybernetic future of our weaponry. “The Upside-Down Evolution” chronicles
the Earth’s military evolution from nuclear stockpiles to deadly, robotic microweapons. “The World
as Cataclysm” examines how humankind’s dominance on Earth is the result of the extermination of
another species just as qualified to rule the world. And the title essay presents a disturbing and
fascinating snapshot of every single thing happening on the planet in a sixty-second span.
Effortlessly blurring the lines between fiction and nonfiction, scientific essay and fantastical short
story, cynical reproach and wry humor, Lem’s One Human Minute combines the best elements of the
renowned science fiction author and Kafka Prize winner’s writing into one irreverent and
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intellectually stimulating package.
Dialogues Mar 05 2020 The first English translation of a nonfiction work by Stanisław Lem, which
was "conceived under the spell of cybernetics" in 1957 and updated in 1971. In 1957, Stanisław Lem
published Dialogues, a book "conceived under the spell of cybernetics," as he wrote in the preface to
the second edition. Mimicking the form of Berkeley's Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonous,
Lem's original dialogue was an attempt to unravel the then-novel field of cybernetics. It was a
testimony, Lem wrote later, to "the almost limitless cognitive optimism" he felt upon his discovery of
cybernetics. This is the first English translation of Lem's Dialogues, including the text of the first
edition and the later essays added to the second edition in 1971. For the second edition, Lem chose
not to revise the original. Recognizing the naivete of his hopes for cybernetics, he constructed a
supplement to the first dialogue, which consists of two critical essays, the first a summary of the
evolution of cybernetics, the second a contribution to the cybernetic theory of the "sociopathology of
governing," amending the first edition's discussion of the pathology of social regulation; and two
previously published articles on related topics. From the vantage point of 1971, Lem observes that
original book, begun as a search for methods "that would increase our understanding of both the
human and nonhuman worlds," was in the end "an expression of the cognitive curiosity and anxiety
of modern thought."
His Master's Voice Dec 14 2020 Scientists attempt to decode what may be a message from
intelligent beings in outer space. By pure chance, scientists detect a signal from space that may be
communication from rational beings. How can people of Earth understand this message, knowing
nothing about the senders—even whether or not they exist? Written as the memoir of a
mathematician who participates in the government project (code name: His Master's Voice)
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attempting to decode what seems to be a message from outer space, this classic novel shows
scientists grappling with fundamental questions about the nature of reality, the confines of
knowledge, the limitations of the human mind, and the ethics of military-sponsored scientific
research.
Fiasco May 07 2020 Nos hallamos en el siglo xxii y parece que por fin la humanidad va a hacer
realidad un viejo sueño: entablar relación con seres inteligentes de otros sistemas planetarios. Con
todo, la tripulación de la nave que tiene encomendada la misión, pese a hallar muestras de técnica
bastante avanzada, no obtiene la respuesta esperada. La reacción del hombre ante el fracaso y la
dificultad inherente a todo intento de comunicación desempeñarán, al cabo, un papel esencial en la
cadena de decisiones que lleva a un amargo desenlace no exento de ironía. En FIASCO se dan cita
una vez más la preocupación por las dimensiones moral y filosófica del hombre, la pugna entre
técnica y ética, el derroche de fantasía dotada de sólida base científica y el vigor narrativo de
Stanislaw Lem.
The Contact Paradox Aug 29 2019 In 1974 a message was beamed towards the stars by the giant
Arecibo telescope in Puerto Rico, a brief blast of radio waves designed to alert extraterrestrial
civilisations to our existence. Of course, we don't know if such civilisations really exist. For the past
six decades a small cadre of researchers have been on a quest to find out, as part of SETI, the search
for extraterrestrial intelligence. So far, SETI has found no evidence of extraterrestrial life, but with
more than a hundred billion stars in our Galaxy alone to search, the odds of quick success are
stacked against us. The silence from the stars is prompting some researchers, inspired by the
Arecibo transmission, to transmit more messages into space, in an effort to provoke a response from
any civilisations out there that might otherwise be staying quiet. However, the act of transmitting
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raises troubling questions about the process of contact. We look for qualities such as altruism and
intelligence in extraterrestrial life, but what do these mean to humankind? Can civilisations survive
in the Universe long enough for us to detect them, and what can their existence, or lack thereof,
reveal to us about our future prospects? Can we learn something about our own history when we
explore what happens when two civilisations come into contact? Finally, do the answers tell us that
it is safe to transmit, even though we know nothing about extraterrestrial life, or as Stephen
Hawking argued, are we placing humanity in jeopardy by doing so? In The Contact Paradox, author
Keith Cooper looks at how far SETI has come since its modest beginnings, and where it is going, by
speaking to the leading names in the field and beyond. SETI forces us to confront our nature in a
way that we seldom have before – where did we come from, where are we going, and who are we in
the cosmic context of things? This book considers the assumptions that we make in our search for
extraterrestrial life, and explores how those assumptions can teach us about ourselves.
The Seventh Voyage Sep 10 2020 In this graphic adaptation of a story by Stanislaw Lem, a
meteoroid damages astronaut and space traveller Ijon's spaceship, and he finds himself caught in a
time loop, contending with past and future versions of himself.
A Perfect Vacuum Jul 21 2021 In a perfect vacuum, Stanislaw Lem presents a collection of book
reviews of nonexistent works of literature - works that, in many cases, could not possibly be written.
Embracing postmodernism's "games for games' sake" ethos, Lem joins the contest with hilarious and
grotesque results. Most of the "reviews" target the postmodern infatuation with antinarratives by
lampooning their self-indulgence and exploiting their mannerisms. Lem exposes the limits of
postmodern fiction, showing how its studious self-consciousness frequently conceals intellectual
paucity. Beginning with a review of his own book, Lem moves on to tackle (or create pastiches of)
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the French new novel, James Joyce, pornography, authorless writing, and Dostoevsky, while at the
same time ranging across scientific topics, from cosmology to the pervasiveness of computers.
Memoirs Found in a Bathtub Feb 13 2021 Depicts a future America where a Uranian virus threatens
the destruction of all paper.
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